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TH£ JOHN MUIR 
NEWSLETTER 
THE DIM DARK SEA OF THE NORTHERN WOODS 
John Muir's Exploits into the Pacific Northwest 
by Shane M. Het,zler 
(Editor's note: A native of Beaverton, Oregon, Shane Hetzler graduated from Pacific in May, 2004, with a double major in Hist01y and 
French as well as a minor in Environmental Studies. This paper was researched as an Independent Study research project utilizing the 
unique resources of the John Muir Papers on campus.} 
E 
the Pacific Northwest of today, many people do not wonder 
hy they are able to enjoy wild and scenic places to the extent 
hat they are able. They do not question the fact that some of 
the most spectacular vistas, most stately mountains, and wisest 
forests survive today because of the dedication and commitment of 
the people before them. It is widely recognized that John Muir's 
contributions to the American conservation movement place Muir 
in a category by himself. His fight to preserve natural wonders like 
Yosemite National Park and the Grand Canyon ensured that those 
special places would become public lands under federal 
guardianship. However, because Muir's name is often synonymous 
with unique locations like Yosemite or the Grand Canyon, many fail 
to realize the mark that he left on other areas of the West. 1 
Iti. his lifetime, Muir voyaged across deserts, mountains, 
gli:lciers, oceans, and jungles. His zeal for the outdoors and his life-
long desire for knowledge proved to be a conduit for his travels. But 
little is known about his relationship to the Pacific Northwest, 
namely Oregon, Washington, and to a lesser extent Idaho. Many 
Muir admirers know of his adventure with Stickeen, 2 the dog in 
Alaska, and especially his many excursions in Yosemite Valley, but 
what mark did he leave on the Northwest? Equally important, what 
mark did the Northwest leave on him? The purpose of this article is 
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to examine Muir in the context of the people and places of the 
Pacific Northwest that became important to him. The study also 
explores Muir's impact on the three states of Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho as his conservation agenda widened to include 
special places throughout the western states and Alaska. The 
record of Muir makes clear that Muir was as much "at home" in 
the bosom of the Northwest as he was in a place like his beloved 
High Sierra. 3 
Northwest conservation writer Ronald Eber notes that it 
was probably from the summit of Mount Shasta in 1874 that 
Muir was first exposed to the lands north of California. From the 
snowy citadel of Shasta, he had a clear view of several of 
Oregon's peaks. When it came time to contribute some of his 
works to Picturesque California roughly four years later, he 
included a brief description of his view in the chapter on Mount 
Shasta, writing that the "snowy volcanic cones of Mounts Pitt, 
Jefferson, and the Three Sisters rise in clear relief, like majestic 
monuments, above the dim dark sea of the northern woods." 4 
It is not known how much awareness Muir had of the 
Northwest at this time, but it is quite possible that the "dim dark 
sea of the northern woods" would forever be a little more familiar 
(Continued on page 4) 
John Muir in Indianapolis 
State Historical Marker #49.2004.2 was installed (at the 
fanner site of Osgood, Smith and Co., Illinois & Merrill Streets, 
Indianapolis, Marion County, Indiana) in July 2004 by the Indiana 
Historical Bureau, with funding from Sierra Club Hoosier Chapter 
and various donors. Photos courtesy oflndiana Historical Bureau 
***************************************************** 
Holt-Atherton's Janene Ford Retires 
Janene Ford, Department Coordinator for the Holt-Atherton 
Special Collections Department at the University of the Pacific 
Library, retired on October I after 19 years of outstanding service. 
Janene spent 17 years in Special Collections, where she became an 
expert on the Jolm Muir Papers. Over the years Janene has assisted 
countless students and scholars on a variety of Muir research 
projects. Her enthusiasm for Muir and intricate knowledge of his 
papers have been an invaluable asset to Special Collections. We 
wish Janene all the best in her retirement as she follows Muir's 
footsteps into the Sierra and other wild places. 
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Photo taken at Janene Ford's retirement luncheon. From left to right: Jim Gaines, 
Ross Hanna, Gladys Hanna, Janene Ford, Sue Barry. Photo courtesy of Jill Harcke 
**************************************************** 
A California Sojourner Returns 
Early in September Michael Wurtz started as archivist for the 
University of the Pacific Holt-Atherton Special Collections. His 
route here could be considered as circuitous as Muir's wanderings 
in the SietTa. Although born and raised in San Mateo, California, 
he has had close ties to the Highway 4 region of the Sierra since 
the late 1960s. Wurtz pulled up his roots in 1984 and moved to 
Arizona where he earned a Bachelor's degree in Geography and a 
Master's degree in History from Northern Arizona University in 
Flagstaff. Currently he is working toward a Master of 
Information Resources and Library Science from the University 
of Arizona in Tucson. He comes to Pacific from Prescott, 
Arizona where he was archivist at the Sharlot Hall Museum for 
the last 12 years. He is most thankful to be back in California. 
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Sacramento Bee Publishes Major 
Series on Hetch Hetchy 
"I am excited by the fact that some people who 
have genuine environmental credentials like 
Restore Hetch Hetchy have taken this on. I admire 
them for what they're doing. I think in the end they 
have a strong possibility of getting a study --
hopefully, an honest study." 
-- Donald Hodel, President Reagan's Secretary of the 
Intetior, quoted in the Sacramento Bee, August 30, 2004 
Beginning on Sunday, August 22, the Sacramento 
Bee began a major series of editorials and articles running 
over several weeks to engage its readers in a lively 
discussion about the possibility of restming Yosemite's 
Retch Hetchy Valley. 
Earlier this summer, Ron Good, Executive Director of 
Restore Retch Hetchy, met with the Sacramento Bee's 
Associate Editor, Tom Philp, at Retch Hetchy. They spent 
the afternoon strolling along the trail above the 
O'Shaughnessy Reservoir and enjoying Retch Hetchy's 
great granite walls and booming waterfalls, Tueeulala and 
Wapama, that were putting on a glorious show. 
Here are some excerpts from the Sacramento Bee's 
editorials regarding the possibility ofrestming Retch 
Hetchy Valley, the place John Muir called "a grand 
landscape garden, one of Nature's rarest and most precious 
mountain temples:" 
Retch Hetchy today is truly an unusual case 
and Californians can dare to regard the 
[O'Shaughnessy] dam in a new way. If they look 
carefully at water and electticity options, they 
may just find the dam more expendable than the 
lost valley below. It is possible to imagine a 
different future, one that restores the glories of 
Retch Hetchy to the public while satisfying the 
legitimate municipal demands on this river. 
As coming editmials will explain, San Francisco 
doesn't have to lose water for Retch Hetchy to 
be reclaimed. But Retch Hetchy's restoration 
will involve more than San Francisco's interests. 
It cannot occur as an isolated political act. 
There would have to be a water package to 
address the needs of every interest. The many 
public purposes of the Tuolumne River- its 
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spectacular Yosemite watershed, the 
downstream water demands of San Francisco, 
electticity, Modesto flood contt·ol, Turlock 
agticulture - all are pieces of an intticate puzzle. 
The upcoming challenge is to fit them together -
for the benefit of Califomians and, where 
Yosemite National Park is concemed, for the 
benefit of all Americans. 
In short, Califomians don't have to be prisoners 
of a 90-year-old debate. Change is coming to 
the river. As part of that evolution, it is no 
longer unthinkable to imagine reuniting 
Yosemite's twin valleys. Something magnificent 
and unexpected could actually happen. A river 
could be allowed to run free through a glacial 
valley, just as it did before Congress locked it 
away nine decades ago. 
********************************************* 
To read the entire text of the seties of Sacramento Bee 
editmials and articles, please visit their website: 
www .sacbee.com 
(Continued from page 1) 
by the time that he actually set foot there in the June of 1879. 
However, any curiosity that Muir would have had to explore 
further north would have been stifled by the fact that during this 
period in his life he was busy bounding among the granite boulders 
of the High Sierra, or being carted off to the San Francisco Bay Area 
to write about his experiences.5 
. Muir had shown interest in explo'ring Oregon as early as 
1877, with a letter of introduction to one of Oregon's earliest 
geologists, Thomas Condon. However, due to a trip to Shasta with 
botanist Sir Joseph Hooker and Harvard Professor Asa Gray, Muir 
and Condon were not able to meet in Oregon. However, Muir did 
received infmmation from P.C. Renfrew, a fellow mountaineer who 
lived near Eugene. Renfrew also provided Muir with infmmation 
about tree species and glacial action around the Three Sisters region 
of Central Oregon prior to his first expedition to Alaska in 1879. 6 
fn a letter to his friend Jeanne CmT of June 19, 1879, Muir 
stated his goodbyes from San Francisco, writing, 
Dear Mrs. Carr: Goodbye. I am going home- going to 
my summer in the snow and ice and forests of the north 
coast. Will sail tomorrow at noon on the Dakota for 
Victoria and Olympia. Will then push inland and along 
land. May visit Alaska . . . 7 
This trip, Muir's first expedition to Alaska, included stops 
along the way on the coasts of Oregon and Washington. The letter 
to Jeanne Carr is of interest for what it contains and what it does 
not, forcing evaluation of Muir's motives for the Alaska adventure. 
Muir specifically cites the stops in Victoria and Olympia, without 
mentioning some of the other burgeoning towns of the Northwest 
like Portland, Seattle, or Tacoma. A second item of interest is the 
fact that Muir did not appear to be completely committed to an 
expedition in Alaska. This is particularly puzzling, given the 
assumption that one would need to prepare fairly well in advance 
for an expedition to an extremely rugged place such as Alaska. 
Lastly, his lack of description for scenic destinations like the 
Columbia Gorge or Mount Rainier, for example, would reinforce the 
idea thatMuir was to be going on a fact-finding mission, a 
reconnaissance rather than a specific scientific expedition. Years 
later, in preparing the first chapter of his book, Travels in Alaska, 
Muir would write, "as with the exception of a few of the Oregon 
peaks and their forests, all the wild north was new to me." 8 
As a special correspondent for the San Francisco Daily 
Evening Bulletin, it was his job to report on current events and 
potential of the Northwest. During his first trip beyond California, 
Muir searched far to bolster examples of his glacial theories. A 
secondary purpose, common to all of his journeys, involved 
description of unique landscapes and the identification and 
collecting of botanical samples. 
By July 9, 1879, Muir was on deck of the steamship 
Califomia, several miles below Astoria, Oregon on the Columbia 
River. He was headed to Alaska. In a letter addressed to his "friends 
three" (Dr. and Mrs. Strentzel and their daughter Louie, his fiancee), 
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Muir detailed his travels of the past three weeks. In his 
correspotidence, he described his trip to Olympia from San 
Francisco. After exploring parts of Canada, he returned to Port 
Townsend, Seattle and Tacoma. Muir then rode to Kalama, 
Washington on the Columbia River by train. From Kalama, he 
steamed up the Columbia to Portland, froni whe.nce he departed · 
for Alaska. In his letter to the Strentzels, Muir simply wrote: 
Thus it will appear that I will have visited this 
British city [Victoria] four times, besides sailing the 
whole length ofPuget Sound three times, and up and 
down a hundred miles of the Fraser and Columbia 
rivers. So much I have seen of water and shore, 
forests and mountains, it seems incredible to me that 
· the Almanac Time since leaving San Francisco should 
be less than three weeks. 9 
Besides recounting his travels thus far, he also hinted that 
he would like to go on several excursions into the woods and 
explore some of the mountains of the state of Oregon and 
Washington Territory. He also revealed that a few mining 
operations in Seattle and Carbon had expressed interest in his 
visiting their endeavors. Lastly, he took a moment to describe one 
of his favorite subjects, the mountains. He wrote: 
From one point on the Columbia a few miles below 
the mouth of the Willamette I saw fine snowy cones 
from ten to fourteen thousand feet high. Mt. Rainier, 
Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams, Mt. Hood, and the 
North Sister? Rainier and St. Helens are the noblest 
mountains I ever saw surpassing even Shasta in the 
beauty oftheir lines and in iciness and in whiteness. 
Hood is much less imposing, sharp and rugged and 
wanting in solid massiness. 10 
Despite the less than flattering analysis of Mount Hood, 
Muir had found another playground in the "dim dark sea of the 
northern woods." It was hard for Mother Nature to impress 
Muir, and it is obvious that the large tracts offorestland, snowy 
peaks, and flowing rivers all stirred him. 
The August 29 issue of the San Francisco Daily Evening 
Bulletin included a description of Washington Territory's scenery 
from Muir's pen. In "Notes of a Naturalist," Muir described the 
geography and geology of the Puget Sound, Mount Rainier, and 
the coal fields of the Seattle region. His accounts of the area are in 
typical Murian fashion- exciting, vivid, and vibrant. Muir was 
writing for a particular audience. He advised the Bulletin 
subscribers that, "Tourists and fugitives from the cities in general 
will find here a rich variety of the past of what is usually sought 
for at the least cost." This highlights Muir's personal philosophy 
that people should not confine themselves to their houses, but 
rather enjoy an excursion outdoors. It was followed by a 
description of routes from California to the Puget Sound area, 
thus making it accessible in the minds of his readers. Through 
articles such as these, Muir was able to promote destinations in the 
Northwest, ultimately helping to protect them. 11 
Making his way home from Oregon proved to be a challenge 
for Muir. Returning to Portland from his Alaska expedition in early 
January of 1880, he found himself in a bit of a difficult situation. As 
his fiancee was anxiously awaiting his return to Martinez, Muir 
found himself "to be entangled in a snarl of lectures" in Portland. In 
his letter to Louie, he explained further, saying, "I had promised to 
call on Dr. Lindley, and wanted to gain one small look at the cafion 
of the Columbia for a hundred miles above here, and then away to 
Martinez." But as he disembarked in Portland, he was besieged with 
requests from the National Science Association, the Young Men's 
Christian Association, and "some college or other at Forest Grove" 
[Pacific University]. Announcing that he had slightly less than a 
week before the first lecture, Muir took off for The Dalles, Oregon 
to explore the Columbia Gorge. 12 
The first offour lectures was given on January 12 to a 
standing-room-only audience at Tum Halle in Portland. This 
lecture, sponsored by the National Science Association was titled 
"The Glaciers of Alaska and California." The Morning Oregonian 
described Muir's lecture as being delivered in "an easy off-hand 
manner." The editor elaborated, "Perhaps his strongest personal 
point is his naturalness and truthfulness; he has been for years a 
patient, conscientious student of nature and solemn, silent grandeur, 
and the scenes he thus gazed upon seem to have left their stamp 
upon him." 13 Besides the ardor for his glacial theories, the audience 
was also treated to a series of chalk sketches that Muir made to 
help illustrate his point. After describing the glaciers he had 
witnessed in Alaska, he turned to the Yosemite Valley and 
explained how it was a product of the same processes. 
Muir's second lecture on January 17 at Turn Halle was billed 
as "Earth Sculpture: The Formation of Glaciers in the Development 
of Mines." The Sunday lecture was not reported by The Oregonian 
and little is known as to what transpired there. 14 
Muir's third lecture in the Portland area took place at Handel 
and Hayden Hall on January 23 under the title of "Alaska, It's 
Mines and Resources." As was consistent with his two previous 
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lectures, Muir "drew a large audience, among those present 
several being ladies." He spent a good portion of the time 
applying his glacial theories to the topic at hand. What was 
interesting about this pmiicular lecture was that for the first time 
in the series, Muir spoke of the gold and silver regions of Mexico, 
New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Idaho, and Montana. Outside of 
his excursions to Utah and Nevada as part of the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey and as a Bulletin correspondent in 1876 and 
1877 respectively, his knowledge of the aforementioned regions 
was fairly limited. Regardless, Muir's final lecture in Portland 
was very well received, and he "thanked the people of Portland 
for their kind treatment of him" before he took his leave. 15 
His last lecture in the region was at The Oak Grove Theater 
in Vancouver, Washington. An account of the event was 
published on the twenty-fourth of January but the actual date of 
the lecture was not stated. The popular subject of "Glaciers in 
Alaska" was discussed for "upwards of two hours." The lecture 
was relayed to the editor of The Oregonian by General Oliver 
Howard, who was soon to be engaged in the Nez Perce War. In 
his description of the event, Howard detailed Muir's ten main 
points. Topics discussed included a definition of a glacier, 
icebergs, the formation ofYosemite Valley, avalanches, and how 
glaciers change the landscape, to name a few. General Howard 
was so excited by Muir's lecture that he wrote in his review, 
"Today I am enthused by the subject which I have not been able 
to sleep off." While it is unclear as to what effect Muir had on 
each individual in his audience, one can imagine that when he 
would "forget his surroundings" and launch into an impassioned 
description of the massive glacial sculpting of the earth, or a 
harrowing account of being swept away by an avalanche, people 
listened. 16 
Three days after Muir's last lecture in Portland, The 
Morning Oregonian reprinted an article that Muir sent to the San 
Francisco Daily Evening Bulletin. This article, "Alaska Rivers," 
serves to illustrate the recognition that Muir had received in 
Portland from his lectures. As was his style, Muir brought 
awareness of faraway wild places to the homes of people who 
otherwise never would have experienced them. By bringing 
information on Alaska to the readers of The Bulletin and The 
Oregonian, Muir was able to demonstrate the benefits of 
conservation, ultimately serving to set an example for the 
aforementioned readers and what they did with their policy-
making in the Northwest. His series of lectures certainly left their 
mark on his audiences. In the end, they allowed Muir to gain even 
more friends and contacts in Portland, which would serve to aid 
him in his future endeavors inside and outside of the Pacific 
Northwest. 17 
It was under the premonition of his father's death that 
Muir took his next trip through part of the Northwest, heading 
east to Kansas City, Missouri via Portland. Although he was 
traveling on family business, he was observing his surroundings 
during the entire trip for both his own personal knowledge and 
for use in his work. He arrived in Portland on August 14, 1885, 
having taken a stagecoach and train past Shasta from the San 
Francisco Bay area. After he disembarked, he checked into the 
Esmond Hotel, at Morrison and Front streets in downtown 
Portland. From his letter, it seemed as though he did not have too 
much luck in catching up with old friends that he had made on his 
1880 visit. To his wife he wrote: 
Walked out to Dr. Lindsey's but found nobody at 
home, Mr. and Mrs. gone east, girls scattered, etc. Also 
called on Mr. Alisky, whom I knew when here last. [I] 
found that he had gone to Europe. Then went to the 
office of Dr. Chance and found his door locked. 
Tomorrow I shall hunt up John Muir and Paul 
Schulze ... 
This passage shows the depth of Muir's contacts in Portland. 
It also gives us a clue as to the nature of the people with whom he 
associated, two of the four being doctors. Lastly, we get a good 
sense of Muir's tongue-in-cheek writing style, with the mentioning 
of how he was going to visit "John Muir." 18 He would elaborate 
fut1her on his unique relationship with "John Muir" in Portland in a 
second letter to his wife by writing: 
I have just seen John Muir and had a long chat with him 
in his private office. He is a remarkably interesting man-
all of that name are. He wanted me to go out to his 
house and stay a day or two, but of course that would 
be too much J.M. at present. 19 
In these two letters home, one can truly get a sense of the 
relationship between Muir and Louie. She was constantly worried 
about him on his travels, and witty little remarks like the excerpt 
above were a means for Muir to comfort his anxious wife. 
In his journal entry for August 25, Muir could be found 
traveling through the Columbia River Gorge on his way east 
towards Yellowstone and his father beyond in Wisconsin. He had 
stopped to study Multnomah Falls, commenting on the rate of flow 
and its geology. Heading towards The Dalles, he was impressed 
with the rock fmmations that he was viewing along the way. 
Besides a stop in Spokane Falls, he traveled through what is now 
the panhandle of Idaho, in the Pend Oreille region and the Clark 
Fork River as it enters Idaho from Montana. This is quite possibly 
the first time that Muir traveled through Idaho. 20 
For the next three years, Muir settled into tending orchards in 
Martinez. This ultimately kept him closer to his family. Sensing her 
husband's loathing of ranch life, Louie sent Muir out of town with 
artist William Keith21 for what in retrospect would prove to be one 
of the more important and extensive visits that Muir would pay to 
the Northwest. Muir and Keith had met in October of 1872 when 
they had done a trip to Mt. Ritter together. 12 Both men were 
nature-loving Scots, and proved to be good travel companions over 
the years. In 1888, Keith and Muir traveled to Oregon and 
Washington in search of health, happiness, and details to support 
Picturesque California, which Keith illustrated and Muir served as a 
contributing editor. 23 
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The two men traveled by rail from San Francisco to 
Sisson's Station at the base of Mount Shasta, and on to Oregon. 
By the time that Muir wrote Louie from The Esmond Hotel in 
Portland, he and Keith had been there for several days. From a 
letter to his wife on July 19, 1888, it seems as though a couple 
days was enough time for Muir. His stopover in Portland was 
dominated by an ill companion. So sick was Keith, that he 
actually saw a doctor. Muir wrote, "! tried to get a party from 
here to climb Mt. Hood but could get nobody ready; Keith also 
being sick or sickish and me the weakest one of the lot. . . May 
try to climb it later if digestion permits- feel pretty well now." 
Despite the two men's nagging health problems, Muir was 
not in the least bit slowed in searching out a good vista. He would 
tell Louie, "From the heights about the city Mts. Hood, Adams, 
Helens, and Rainier are grandly seen though the nearest is nearly 
50 miles away- only the summit of Rainier is seen." Muir would 
never climb Mount Hood in his lifetime. Shortly after he sent his 
letter to Louie, he and Keith headed north to Tacoma.14 
If it was not clear where Muir wanted to go when he 
traveled north with Keith in his correspondence from Portland, it 
was painfully obvious by the time he reached the Tacoma Hotel 
on the twentieth of July. He wrote, 
Dear Louie- We came down from Portland last 
evening. The sunset on Mt. Tacoma [Rainier] was 
glorious. It is worth coming to the north just to see 
this mountain. 
After mentioning a small trip that he and Keith were to take 
across the Sound to Victoria, British Columbia, Muir announced 
that they were to return to the Washington Territory and "hang 
about the icy skirts of Rainier," going on to pen that he was "glad 
to have escaped the Portland marshes." He once more mentioned, 
"The mountain is truly glorious" before sending his love to his 
family and departing for Victoria. From his impressions of 
Rainier, one can easily discern that Muir was drawn to the 
mountain like a magnet. It had made its mark on him, and since it 
was visible from virtually every point that Muir traveled to on 
his excursions with Keith, it constantly reminded him that he had 
not explored it yet.25 
At first, Muir had no intention of climbing Rainier. As an 
aging mountaineer (he was fifty years old), he felt that he did not 
have the same young vigor that he once possessed. However, he 
was very interested in studying the mountain more closely. On 
August l, 1888, after returning from an inspection with Keith of 
the Port Blakely lumber mills, he wrote his daughter Wanda from 
Seattle: 
I expected to leave this town three or four days ago, 
but had to wait for others to get ready. Tomorrow we 
go across the Snohomish Falls then through the 
woods by Green River to Mt. Rainier. Guess I will 
not be able to climb to the top of it, and the weather 
is not safe but I wi ll see some of the glaciers at least and 
the grand old trees. 26 
Being at the foot of what Muir once described as "the great 
white light of the sound" would not have been easy for him. The 
only mountain in California that Muir felt comparable to Rainier 
was Shasta, and he made it clear as early as 1879 that there was no 
real comparison between the two peaks. 27 While waiting for 
preparations for an expedition on Rainier to be made, Muir visited 
the Upper Snoqualmie River. He remarked in a letter to his wife: 
The rides and walks through the grand primeval woods 
were very interesting and exciting and telling, and the 
roughness and wetness of snags, bogs, and constant rain 
were as· nothing to the soul though something to the 
bones and flesh. Most of that is rested away leaving 
only the living immortal beauty in vivid relief. 28 
Here, we get a sense of Muir's indomitable spirit. We can also 
see the depth of his commitment to the wilderness, and to what 
bounds it inspired him. Muir did not see the rain of those dense 
Washington woods as something of a nuisance, but rather 
appreciated them as a natural process. He did not focus on being 
wet, cold, and miserable. Instead, he was able to allow himself to be 
awestruck by some of the oldest and most i1.1spiring forests in the 
continental United States. Muir then proceeded to give further 
detail of the trip to Rainier, writing: 
Tomorrow morning at 4:45 we depart for Mt. Rainier 
by way ofYelm Prairie where we will procure pack 
animals. There will be eight in the party- most ofwhorn 
will attempt to reach the summit. The weather is 
stormy and unsettled and far from inviting to such 
mountaineering so that I hardly think any of us will 
trample the summit snows. I don't mean to try, lacking 
the old confidence of strength . .. 
It is interesting to note that Muir rrianaged to convince 
himself not to climb Rainier. In studying his correspondence from 
as far back as Portland, it is apparent that he was being drawn to 
the mountain more than any other destination in the Northwest. It 
is possible that his wife and two daughters had some subconscious 
influence over the decisions that he made. While his family never 
overtly told him not to do anything, the transition in Muir's life 
from the wild-bearded bachelor ofYosemite to the family man of 
Martinez would have carried some validity in a decision like 
attempting to summit Rainier. For example, from the last page of a 
letter from his seven-year-old daughter Wanda comes the advice, 
"Those mountains must be perfectly grand, but 0 Papa don't climb 
too far if the weather is stormy." In this sentence one can tell that 
while Wanda is concerned for her father's safety, she also 
understands that climbing a mountain like Rainier is what he does.29 
On August, 9, the party of mountaineers was waiting at Yelm 
Prairie for the arrival of their pack animals. It consisted of Muir, 
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Keith, A. C. Warner, Professor E.S. Ingraham, D. W. Bass, Charles 
Piper, N.O. Booth, H. Loomis, and P.B. Van Trump. 30 
It was around this time that Muir met Oregon 
conservationist, William Gladstone Steel. When Steel later 
published his influential book, The Mountains of Oregon in 1890, 
he made sure that Muir received a copy. In a reply, Muir wrote, 
"I thank you for a copy of your little book The Mountains of 
Oregon and congratulate you on the success with which you have 
brought together in handsome shape so much interesting and 
novel material. With pleasant memories of my meeting with you 
the year I was on Mt. Rainier."31 Although mere professional 
acquaintances, these two men would share some of the same goals 
and visions for the future afthe Northwest in the years to come. 
On the morning of their departure Muir wrot!! a rather positive 
letter to Louie, saying: 
The weather for weeks has been wet and gloomy but 
yesterday was clear and perfectly divine in every 
way and we had but little to do all day besides gazing 
at the glorious mountain watching the shifting lights 
on the huge snow dome and the long rugged escalating 
glaciers. All seemed clear as a map and even the 
crevasses of the glaciers were visible though distant 
50 miles. We are looking on the west side from here 
and the crags and glaciers though glorious in color and 
mass and architecture seem frightfully savage and 
forbidding. The ascent from this side seems hopeless 
but accessible ways occur on the opposite side. Most 
of the party intend making the ascent should the 
weather permit. n 
The impressions from Rainier reflected in this excerpt 
would serve to inspire one of his most celebrated adventures, his 
ascent on the mountain. While it is unclear as to what changed his 
mind, Muir climbed with the rest of the group on August 14-16. 
The last day on the mountain, he sent a small note to his family, 
which among other things contained the famous line "did not 
mean to climb but got excited and soon was on top." 33 Muir's 
climb of Rainier proved to be good for him and good for the 
Rainier region. His experience on the mountain not only appeared 
in future works of his, but also made him a firm advocate for the 




Muir made tllis sketch in Ius journal ofMt. Rainier during his 
expedition there in August of 1888. Courtesy of The I olm Muir 
Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections, University of the Pacific 
Libraries. Copyright 1984 Muir-Hanna Tmst. 
But his presence on the mountain would serve other purposes 
also. At the time that Muir climbed Mt. Rainier, there was a heated 
debate between prior climbing parties as to how many craters 
existed at the top of Rainier. To settle this debate once and for all, 
Wamer's camera and Muir's reputation were invoked. To 
underscore the amount of respect Muir had in scientific circles, a 
Washington climbing journal wrote, "The truth telling camera and 
the testimony of such an authority as John Muir, will finally settle 
that [the craters] disputed and interesting point." The article went 
on to report, "all, too, bore in person some mark to tell what had 
been the rigors of the summit- bruised and swollen hands, red and 
swollen faces, and snow-blind eyes." These wounds were to be 
expected, given that the party was essentially climbing with 
blankets and aloei1StiJcl<:s. 
·,·' :. 
This rare photo of the climbing party on top of Mt. Rainier was taken 
by A. C. Warner. It was the first photograph ever taken at this altitude. 
Muir is sitting in the foreground. Courtesy of The John Muir Papers, 
Holt-Atherton Special Collections, University of the Pacific Libraries. 
Copyright 1984 Muir-Hanna Trust. 
The ascent on Rainier marks the apex of this particular visit 
to the Northwest. A letter dated August 17 to Louie placed Muir 
and company in Spokane Falls. In his usual descriptive prose, he 
spent a good majority of the letter describing the falls, the geology 
of the area, the flora, and fauna, and even traced the origins of the 
Spokane River back into Idaho. He also announced his plans of 
taking the train back to Portland after first stopping in Tacoma, 
although he would remain in Spokane Falls long enough to write his 
two-year-old daughter Helen a letter on the twenty-eighth of 
August. 35 
Another sketch by Muir, this time of Spokane Falls. Note his remarks 
in the upper right comer of the page that discuss the geology and trees 
around the falls. Courtesy of The John Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton 
Special Collections, University of the Pacific Libraries. Copyright 
1984 Muir-Ha1ma Trust. 
page 8 
Before returning to Martinez, Muir briefly mentioned his 
desire to take a small excursion up the Columbia. While it was not 
his first trip up the mighty river, it definitely was an 
impressionable one. In the end, it inspired his descriptions of the 
A sketch that Muir made while traveling through Columbia Gorge 
with William Keith in 1888. Muir's caption reads, "Island Right 
Bank of Columbia at The Dalles." Courtesy of The Jolm Muir 
Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections, University of the Pacific 
Libraries. Copyright 1984 Muir-HaunaTrust. 
It is now necessary to take a moment and discuss this 
particular part of Muir's journey further. In one of Muir's 
journals, there exist several pages of detailed notes describing 
places in Idaho. While these notes do not contain any specific 
dates, it is quite possible that Muir either made a side trip to 
Idaho during this time, or gathered information about it. There 
was a period of roughly eleven days between the letter to his wife 
and the letter to his daughter. While he made no mention ofldaho 
in either letter, his notes in the journal suggest rather in-depth 
knowledge of the geology, geography, and history of the state. 
Labeled as "draft fragments for Chapter 25 of Picturesque 
California," most of these details would never resurface in his 
contributions. 37 
Having not yet received her husband's note concerning his 
successful ascent on Rainier, a worried Louie sent a letter north. 
The last word that she had received from Muir had been the letter 
that he had sent from Yelm Prairie, Washington on August 9. 
This must have undoubtedly been a very stressful time for Louie. 
Emotions ran high as she began her letter to Muir by writing: 
Dear Papa: Your letter from Yelm Prairie with the 
fresh dainty mosses, comforted us for awhile, and we 
try to feel that the glorious sunshine and moonlight 
have been with you all the way, but 0 beloved, we 
shall be thankful when we see again your own 
handwriting and know that you are safely away from 
the awful peaks and crevasses of Mount Tacoma. 38 
By October 12, Louie's pen would have a different tone. 
An insightful woman, she remarked in a letter to Muir's sister 





journey, but just now he is awfully busy and woefully tired. "39 
Ultimately, her instinct that Muir needed to be recharged by an 
adventure into the wild had been exactly correct. It was just the 
inspiration that her husband needed to contribute to Picturesque 
California at the level that was expected of him. 
It would be nearly a decade before Muir would again return to 
the forests and mountains of the Northwest. However, from his 
return to Martinez in 1888 until his departure north in 1896, 
important developments were taking place in the fledgling American 
conservation movement. 
In March 1891 an amendment to an existing land law was 
quietly passed through Congress. Called Section 24, the alteration 
allowed the President to set aside public land as "forest reserves". 
President Benjamin Harrison, at the request of his Secretary of the 
Interior John Noble, first used the powers of Section 24. In two 
years time he set aside fifteen different forest reserves comprising 
ofthirteen million acres of forestland, much to the chagrin of 
sheepherders, miners, and lumbermen of the west.40 
In the spring of 1892, Muir oversaw the creation of The 
Sierra Club. Together with professor Henry Senger, and William 
Armes of the University of California at Berkeley, and Attorney 
Warren Olney, the men organized a meeting in Olney's office in San 
Francisco. Their organization would not simply champion 
California's treasures, but also showed interest in conservation 
efforts across the country. 41 
In December of 1893, a very young Sierra Club announced the 
organization's involvement in the future of the Pacific (Mt. Rainier) 
Forest Reserve. They strongly urged the Federal Government to 
create Mt. Rainier National Park, and were joined by such esteemed 
groups as the Geological Society of America, the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, and the National 
Geographic Society. A committee appointed by the Board of 
Directors of the Sierra Club included Muir, Robert Underwood 
Johnson, editor of CenlWJ' Magazine, and Muir's guide on Rainier, 
P.B. Van Trump. In part, their efforts gave the organization more 
national credibility, and helped to insure the establishment ofMt. 
Rainier National Park in 1899.42 
After the creation ofthe Sierra Club in 1892, other groups 
with conservational aspirations began to appear. On July 19, 1894, 
William Steel founded the Mazamas on the summit of Mount 
Hood. The Mazamas is a Portland-based climbing group that was 
very active in protecting Oregon's wild places. Although Muir had 
limited contact with the Mazamas, its members felt it necessary to 
make him one of their first honorary members. In 1895, Muir was 
inducted into the club with several other prominent figures, 
including Oregon geologist Thomas Condon from the University of 
Oregon and University of California Professor Joseph LeConte.43 
While not directly connected, the Mazamas and Muir often 
found themselves allies in the same trenches. As mentioned earlier, 
Steel had sent his book to Muir as a gift. Members of the Mazamas 
were also in the practice of sending him pamphlets, most likely 
keeping him updated on their efforts. By these means Muir was 
kept knowledgeable of conservation events to the north. 44 
In December of 1894, a young forester named Gifford 
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Pinchot met with Charles Sprague Sargent, head of the Arnold 
Arboretum at Harvard College. They met in New York to discuss 
an idea of Sargent's -- the creation of a National Forestry 
Commission to survey the forests of the West. Sargent lobbied 
Congress but found little support. He therefore tumed to Hoke 
Smith. As successor to Secretary of the Interior Noble, Smith 
held power over natural resources and public lands. Smith did not 
disappoint the Progressive conservationists. 45 
In a letter from Robert Underwood Johnson, Muir was 
infonned of Smith's plan. On January 9, 1896, he wrote: 
Did I tell you that we are to have a national forestry 
commission by short"tut? It will not be necessary to 
have a bill, but Secretary Hoke Smith will ask the 
National Academy of Science to undertake the 
investigation, and it becomes its duty to do so in 
accordance with its constitution, and all congress will 
have to do will be to foot the bill by appropriation.46 
In a second letter nearly two months later, Johnson 
informed Muir of the progress of the Forest Commission. He told 
Muir that he had been lobbying in Washington for an 
appropriation from Congress of$25,000, under the premise that 
the Commission would not be paid for their work. This was 
because The National Academy of Science's Constitution did not 
allow paid positions for their scientistsY 
As mentioned earlier, certain business factions in the West 
were upset with the idea of forest reserves. The second part of 
Johnson's letter pointed Muir's attention to specific efforts being 
taken by lobbyists sympathetic to the sheep industry in Oregon. 
The sheep factions despised the forest reservations created by 
Harrison, because it limited where they were allowed to graze 
their flocks. The sheep and wool growers association opposed 
the very premise of a Forestry Commission and lobbied hard to 
block it in Congress, assuming men like Muir and Sargent would 
dominate others in the Commission with their conservation 
agenda. Muir had a history of despising sheep and the land 
degradation associated with them. His attitudes towards them 
were best summed up in his favorite description, "hoofed 
locusts." Robert Underwood Johnson alerted Muir to the 
seriousness of the sheep lobby: 
. . . the Oregon sheep-herders are attacking the 
integrity of the Cascade Forest Reservation, and have 
captured the Land Commissioner. I am using my 
influence with Hoke Smith and have also seen the 
President, and I think they will not succeed, 
especially as a letter has just come to the President 
from a United States District Judge in Oregon 
exposing the whole plot. 
Johnson went on to request Muir's help in rallying the 
Sierra Club in protection of the Forestry Commission. He also 
urged the Sierra Club to condemn the practice of sheep-grazing, 
mining, and lumbering of land that had been designated a federal 
reserve. The tactic of name recognition had been very successful for 
Muir and Johnson in the establishment of Yosemite National Park. 
Now the same method was being used to protect the Cascade 
Forest Reserve, as well as the integrity of the Forestry 
Commission.48 
By 1896, Muir' s influence transcended state boundaries . On 
April 2, 1896, T. Brooke White, former secretary of the Mazamas, 
wrote Muir on the subject of the sheep-men and the Cascade 
Reserve. This letter illustrates clearly that Muir's influence was not 
simply associated with public opinion, but politics as well. White 
alerted Muir to an Oregon delegation heading towards Washington, 
with the goal of reopening the Cascade Reserve to sheep grazing. 
Brooke solicited Muir to write the President, prodding him to 
specifically reference the Cascades: "But I venture to ask knowing 
your wmm interest in the matter that you will address a 
communication to the President setting forth your views on the 
subject and reasons for the protection of the Reserve." 49 
Both Muir's excitement for the Commission and dedication to 
protecting the Cascade Forest Reserve were apparent by the time 
he wrote back to Johnson. In the opening line of his letter, Muir 
exclaimed, "The glorious news of the National Academy of Sciences 
Commission has kept me happy ever since I heard of it. This sure 
enough is a move direct towards permanent forest management and 
cannot fail." He also added that he was lobbying for the $25,000 
appropriation from Congress, and that he was working on getting a 
Sierra Club resolution passed that would reemphasize the "high 
character and impotiance of the Commission." Concerning the battle 
that was raging with the Oregon congressional delegation, Muir told 
Johnson, "I got the [Sierra] club directors to pass a strong 
resolution against reducing the area of the Cascade Reservation or 
any other but advising the reservation of all the public forest lands." 
It is apparent by the work that he was doing that Muir was 
mobilized in the fight for protecting both the Forestry Commission 
and the Cascade Forest Reservation. 5° 
By the summer of 1896, funding was procured from Congress 
and the Commission set out for the west. This group of well-
respected men included Sargent, Pinchot, General H.L. Abbot of the 
Army Corps of Engineers, Arnold Hague of the United States 
Geological Survey, Professor W.H. Brewer of Yale College, and, 
Alexander Agassiz of the Coast and Geodetic Survey. Muir was 
invited to join the party from Chicago, under the premise that he 
would leave the Commission on the Pacific coast for his fifth trip to 
Alaska. At the time that the Commission departed, Muir had been 
visiting his ailing mother in Wisconsin, as well as other friends in 
the area. After gathering Muir, the Commission moved west 
through the Black Hills, and into the Bitterroot Reserve ofidaho 
and Montana where they met Pinchot on July 16.51 Pinchot had 
arrived ahead of the rest of the commissioners to begin studying the 
reserve. 52 Once they were reunited, the Commission crossed the 
Kootenai River at Bonners Ferry on July 19 en route to Spokane 
and the forests of Washington State.53 
By the evening of July 21 , the Commission had completed its 
survey of the Bitterroot Reserve. 54 From the Spokane Hotel, Muir 
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wrote to Louie, giving her an account of their busy itinerary thus 
far. For the most part, they had been traveling by train along the 
Great Notihern Railroad. As usual, Muir was excited by the 
tenain that they were visiting, but did manage to sneak in a small 
complaint about the lack of sleep that they were receiving. The 
next morning he sent a telegram to her saying "Am starting for 
home direct to get ready for Alaska."55 
His return to Portland on the way to Martinez was 
announced in The Oregonian . Despite the urgency and desire to 
return home and prepare for his Alaska trip, Muir took some 
time to sit down with a reporter and commented on the Forestry 
Commission, as well as the future of the American forests. The 
Oregonian quoted Muir's insightful perspective on the 
relationship between reserves, parks, and the evolving science of 
foreshy 
Simply withdrawing timber lands from enh·y is only a first 
step. Something must be done to preserve and perpetuate the 
forests for the timber must ultimately be used. The forest must 
be made to yield a perennial supply oftimber, without being 
destroyed or injuriously affecting the rainfall, thus securing all the 
benefits of a forest, and at the same time a good supply of timber. 
The establishment of national parks and reserves is only the 
beginning ofthe work necessary to secure these ends. 
If anything, Muir's words underscore the real motivation of 
the Forestry Commission. It was not designed to ban all forests 
from public use. Muir, arguably the most conservation-minded of 
the contingent, demanded reserves in part to preserve their 
remaining natural resources for future use. Muir closed his 
interview by commenting on the current forest practices 
employed by various groups, writing: 
The destruction of the forests by the sheepmen and 
lumbem1en would be art inexpressible calamity, as 
these forests protect the source of rivers. Every 
sawmill is a center of destruction, owing to the 
wasteful methods of lumbering practiced, by which 
the old trees and the saplings alike are destroyed. 56 
After a brief return to Matiinez, Muir embarked for the 
north. His fifth expedition to Alaska was with Hemy Fairfield 
Osborn, the former "dean of pure science at Columbia 
University. "57 It was a short three week trip that was designed to 
gain more information about Cape St. Elias and Prince William 
Sound, two places that Muir had visited on previous 
expeditions. 58 
In mid- August, 1896, Muir was on his way home from 
Alaska. He wrote Louie from the Rainier Grand Hotel in Seattle, 
announcing that he would be in San Francisco within a week. 
While Muir was in Seattle, Sargent was exploring the Olympic 
Mountains with the Commission. He was not sure of Sargent's 
itinerary, so he wrote his wife that he would rejoin the group in 
southern Oregon or California for the remainder of their work. 59 
When he returned to San Francisco, Muir sent a letter to 
Johnson in New York, essentially describing his trip to Alaska 
and asking about any recent developments in the fight for the forest 
reserves. Not wasting any time, Muir reported to Johnson that he 
had finally made contact with Sargent writing, 
... got back in time to join the Forestry Commission in 
Oregon. I start for the Cascade Reservation this 
evening. The Commission Sargent telegraphs me leaves 
Ashland for Crater Lake and the Klamath region 
tomorrow and I hope to join the party there and remain 
with them the balance of the season.60 
His trip to Crater Lake with the Forestry Commission was 
peculiar. The word peculiar is invoked here because for a lover of 
nature and wild places, Muir did not seem that impressed with the 
lake. l11e trip itself has been reconstructed by Muir-biographer and 
editor Linnie Marsh Wolfe. Wolfe's transcription of Muir's Forest 
Commission Journal records Muir arriving in Ashland, Oregon on 
August 27, 1896. Muir, Sargent, Abbott, and a driver then set out 
by wagon towards Crater Lake. Three days later the party reached 
Crater Lake, and at some point met up with Pinchot and Hague, as 
well as J.S . Diller of the United States Geological Survey. The 
C01mnission originally planned to camp on Wizard Island, the small 
lava cone in the middle of the lake. However, as they set out by 
boat, a storm rolled in and forced them to tum back. The party 
spent the night camped on the shore, leaving for Grant's Pass, 
Oregon and the California border the next morning. Curiously, Muir 
did not have too much to say about the lake itself in his journal. 
This must have been due to the weather; the clouds and stormy 
conditions masked Crater Lake's coveted blueness. 61 
What Muir does not mention in his journal, is that he and the 
rest of the Commission were escorted to Crater Lake by Mazamas 
founder William Gladstone Steel. Steel is hailed as the "father of 
Crater Lake" since it was largely his lobbying that led to its status 
as a National Park in 1902. To personally ensure that the Forestry 
Commission came to the lake, he walked eighty-five miles to 
Medford, Oregon in just two days to meet Muir and company. 
Steel rallied support for creating the park in 1902, and asked Muir 
to help by contributing writing of his experience there. Muir felt 
that he could not adequately contribute, citing a lack of knowledge 
of the region. He advised Steel, "You know this region much better 
than I do. I should try to show forth its beauty and usefulness 
explaining its features in detail and pointing out those which are 
novel and which require Government care in their preservation ... ".62 
Muir's reaction surprised Steel and continues to baffle 
scholars. While he certainly did not discourage Steel from pursuing 
national park status for Crater Lake, he clearly did not take an 
active role in helping to establish Oregon's only national park. One 
possible explanation is that Muir was simply busy and did not have 
the desire to write at length on a region that did not hold the same 
inspiration for him as the Olympics, Rainier, or Mt. Hood. By 
comparison, Steel had made many trips to Crater Lake by the time 
that he was petitioning for its national park status. As Crater Lake 
historian Stephen R. Mark suggests, Steel's work in establishing 
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Crater Lake was equivalent to what Muir's work did for 
Yosemite. 63 
The preliminary report from the Forestry Commission was 
submitted in 1897. It served as the start of a division in 
environmental ideologies, ultimately between utilitarianism and 
preservation. Despite the agreement between Commission 
members that there should be forest reserves set aside, they could 
not ultimately come together on how to manage and use those 
reserves. Before leaving office, President Cleveland took the 
counsel of the Commission and created thirteen new forest 
reserves, totaling roughly twenty-one million acres. The 
proclamation was received very poorly in some quarters, and 
northwest lumber, stock, and mining interests began an almost 
immediate lobbying of anyone and everyone in Congress. Within 
a week, President Cleveland's proclamation had been frozen until 
March 1, 1898 by congressional action. With the exception of 
California's reserves, recommendations by the Commission for 
protection were not to go into effect for over a year, pending 
further study. 64 
While the war over protection raged in the nation's capitol, 
Muir was at home in California. However, since he had an 
extremely personal interest in the proceedings, he was kept 
informed of developments by his friends in Washington, D.C. 
Among other people, certain members of the old Forestry 
Commission were in correspondence with Muir at this time. 
Arnold Hague was one of sev:eral men who urged Muir to pick up 
his pen and fight for public opinion in the matter. In a letter to 
Muir he wrote, 
The editor of Harper's Weekly told me he would 
write and ask you to prepare an article for the 
Weekly on the forest reservations. I hope you will 
see your way clear to do this. I suppose you have the 
necessary material with you to prepare a popular 
article on the subject. It is very necessary that the 
people be educated in this matter as to the 
importance of forest reservations. 65 
It was at this moment, more so than any other time in the 
history of the American conservation movement that the future 
of the wild lands of the Northwest and beyond was to be decided. 
Muir would go on to write three articles for Harper's Weekly and 
The Atlantic Monthly in defense of the reserves. The articles were 
published in two of the most influential papers of the day, 
directly in opposition to powerful northwest business interests. 
In his first essay of which he contributed to Harper's 
Weekly, Muir spent considerable time condemning the critics of 
the Forestry Commission, as well as uplifting their achievements 
and qualifications as Commission members. It was in this essay 
that Muir showed some of his truest sentiments and fears for the 
forests of the Northwest. He wrote, 
From the Rocky Mountain woods we made our way 
to the vast unrivalled forests of the Pacific coast in 
Oregon and Washington, where we passed through 
hundreds of miles of Douglas spruce 300 feet high ... 
Even these well-watered woods, we found, were 
wasted in many places by fire, as well as by 
destructive lumbering, notwithstanding the heavy 
rainfall they enjoy.66 
The two articles later published in The Atlantic Monthly 
followed in the same vein as the article in Harper's. The 
combination of the three articles tilted public opinion in Muir and 
the Commission's favor. So well-received were the latter two 
articles in particular, that they would be used as chapters in one of 
Muir's most influential books, Our National Paries (1901). Muir 
biographer Thurman Wilkins has observed, "they [Muir's articles] 
bore so much influence on public opinion that Congress would 
reject moves to abolish Cleveland's eleven remaining reserves 
outright."67 
But the victory of the forest reserves was only one battle in a 
very complex war. The issue that divided the old Forestry 
Commission still remained. The proverbial trenches had been dug, 
with preservationists and utilitarians looking at each other from 
across the political battlefield.68 
One incident illustrates the extent of the division between 
Muir and Pinchot. It occurred after the Forestry Commission had 
finished their tour, in the midst of growing animosity between Muir 
and Pinchot. On his return from his sixth trip to Alaska, Muir 
stopped in Seattle. He happened to read an article in the local paper 
which discounted the effects that sheep had on forest land. The 
author of the paper quoted Pinchot for its justification. Pinchot had 
by chance stopped at the same hotel as Muir, and soon a 
confrontation ensued. When Pinchot admitted that he had been 
correctly quoted in the article, Muir told him to his face, "Then, I 
don't want anything more to do with you." Muir's reaction was 
echoed by other members of the Commission who had felt betrayed 
by Pinchot. Probably the most embittered was Sargent, who 
sullenly credited himself with starting Pinchot's career.69 
In 1898 Muir headed east again. The ultimate goal was a tour 
of the forests on the Atlantic side of the continent. Using what 
seemed to be his standard route for reaching the East, he traveled 
first up past Shasta, skirting the Rogue River Valley. After enjoying 
some "fine peaches at Ashland," Muir headed to Portland to take a 
boat up the Columbia past Spokane. Muir wrote his daughter Helen 
describing his trip up the river saying, "The views up the Columbia 
were very fine- the maples red and yellow and the sunset purple". 
Muir also seemed to be particularly attracted to "the famous 
Palouse country" of Eastern Washington and parts ofidaho, saying 
"the Pen d'Oreille River was charming- such a fine deep blue flood 
of cool water flowing past rocks through the beautiful forests ." 
There was no talk of politics, but rather a simple enjoyment of the 
scenery of the Northwest. 70 
From May to August of 1899, Muir was invited to join the 
much anticipated HaiTiman Alaska Expedition. This expedition was 
a large entourage of scientists brought together by financier and head 
of the Union Pacific Railroad, Edward Henry Harriman. The 
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expedition included Harriman' s family, a few friends, and 
scientists ranging from botanists and geologists to omithologists. 
Although Muir's stops in the Northwest with the Harriman 
Expedition were not as significant as his travels with Keith in 
1888 and with the Forestry Commission in 1896, they were still 
a way for Muir to discuss environmental politics with other 
conservationists in the region. 
A month before Muir's departure, his mind was still with 
the reserves of the Northwest. In correspondence to Professor 
Sargent, Muir addressed the issues of the Rainier and Olympic 
Forest Reserves in Washington. He wrote: 
All I know of the Rainier and Olympic reservations 
has come through the newspapers. The Olympics 
will surely be attacked again and again for its timber 
but the interest of Seattle and Tacoma will probably 
save Rainier. I expect to find out something about 
them soon as I am going north from Seattle to 
Cooke's Inlet and Kodiak for a couple of months 
with a "scientific party." Pray for me. 71 
Muir must have been familiar enough with Northwest 
politics to be able to discuss strategies with Sargent. His remarks 
show that Alaska expeditions in general would not necessarily be 
used as simple trips to Alaska. They would be a means for Muir 
to gain updates on conservation issues in the region as he made 
his usual stops in towns like Portland or Seattle. 
_ Muir left on May 26 from San Francisco, taking the train 
north . He wrote "Louie and babes" a letter on the twenty-seventh 
from the Klamath River. At first, Muir planned to travel with 
Charles Keeler to Seattle to meet the rather large Harriman 
contingent. However, he was informed by a railroad man that 
they would be in time to meet the party in Portland. 72 
Muir and Keeler had arrived in Portland by May 28 . They 
checked into the Portland Hotel and were infmmed that it would 
be another day until the private Harriman train rolled into town. 
Not wasting any time, Muir wrote, ''I'm going to try now that 
the rain has ceased to find someone that can tell me about the 
Rainier Park. " As was his nature, Muir spent the fi"ee time he had 
in Portland searching out answers to his questions on the current 
land appropriation debates in the Northwest. 73 
It was also during this time that Muir attended a reception 
sponsored by the Mazamas. At this particular function, he met 
with Mazamas President William Steel, Judge M.C. George, and 
L.L. Hawkins. Muir came out with his traditional condemnation 
of sheep grazing on the forest reserves in an effort to sway 
George, Steel, and Hawkins to his firm stand on the matter. Soon 
after Muir departed, Steel wrote an editorial to The Oregonian in 
which he condemned sheep grazing on the Rainier National Park 
and the Cascade Reserve.74 
The rest of Muir's time in Portland was a whirlwind of 
handshakes and salutations. He went with the Mazamas as they 
met the Harriman entourage at the train station. His old friend 
Brewer from the Forestry Commission was traveling to Alaska 
with the group, and introduced Muir to Harriman's wife. Once 
united, the Harriman Alaska Expedition traveled by steamer on 
May 30 to Kalama. Here they took a special train to Seattle and the 
Rainier Grand Hotel. Muir had time to give an interview to the local 
press before they boarded the ship, George W. Elder, for the north. 
The ship was captained by P.A. Doran, who traveled frequently 
between Califomia, Oregon, and Washington. 75 
The expedition returned to Seattle in the early rooming of 
July 29. Many of the members gave interviews to the press on their 
findings . Muir conceded to share some time with reporters from 
both the Bulletin and the Seattle Post Intelligencer. Later, Muir 
would write about the "miserable eagles, pea-fowl, and tame elk, 
begging food from visitors" as he watched with disgust from a 
sailboat on Lake Washington . He left Seattle for Portland on the 
evening of the July 31. Muir preferred to sail down the coast as 
opposed to taking a train with other members of the expedition. He 
said his goodbyes to the Harrimans and others in Portland on 
August 1 before turning south towards California and home. 76 
The Harriman Expedition produced many new friendships for 
Muir. A special friendship was developed with the Captain of the 
George W. Elder, P .A. Doran. The two men got along very well, 
and seemed almost to have a respect for each other's line of work. 
Muir sent Doran a copy of one of his books, and Doran returned 
the favor by sending Muir a collection of poems from the Harriman 
Expedition, as well as an invitation to join him on the S.S. Columbia 
for a trip up to Portland." 
While Muir was unable to take up the captain's offer at that 
particular time, he did travel with Doran to Portland in June of 
1901 . Muir took his two daughters and his old friend Keith to 
Portland aboard Doran's ship. Not much else is known about the 
trip's purpose. However, Muir briefly mentioned that the little 
party "had a grand time recalling the Harriman Ex." 78 It appears 
that Muir had finally taken up Doran's offer of two years prior and 
treated it as a sort of pleasure cruise with part of his family and a 
few close friends. Doran would thank Muir later in December of 
1901 for another book, taking time to also give his regards to Wanda 
and Helen.79 When Helen was sick in late 1905, Doran personally 
prescribed for her a trip up the Columbia. 80 Although they did not 
take any other trips around the Northwest together, Muir and 
Doran remained friends until the time ofDoran's death in 1907. 81 
Toward this later phase in his life, Muir was kept in touch 
with Northwest conservation news by various individuals. One 
such individual was P.B. Van Trump, who had climbed Mt. Rainier 
with Muir back in 1888. Van Trump would solicit advice from 
Muir, or pass on some news pertaining to Rainier. For example, a 
letter from Van Trump on June 26, 1900, dealt almost exclusively 
with the never-ending battle between sheepmen and the protectors 
of the Rainier National Park. It is evident that Muir and Van Trump 
shared very common ground when Van Trump wrote, " . .. but I am 
first of all such an enthusiastic mountaineer, such a friend of the 
national park, and such a lover of nature, that I cannot remain 
mute." Muir certainly would have encouraged and respected such a 
line of thinking, especially since it criticized sheep grazing on such 
holy ground as that of a National Park. 82 
The friendship between Van Trump and Muir illustrated 
the degree to which western conservationists worked together on 
different campaigns. Van Trump attempted to mobilize more aid 
by stating his concern to Muir that the Sierra Club and the 
Mazamas had not yet put up an organized resistance to the sheep 
men's attempts at freeing up more land. He also expressed his 
fear that the congressmen and senators in the East might 
misunderstand the grazing initiative and ultimately pass a bill that 
would be detrimental to Rainier National Park. In essence, Van 
Trump appealed to Muir to get involved once more, and to use 
his national recognition to help defeat the sheep men 's proposed 
encroachments. 
A final example ofi<Tndred purpose in the Northwest 
conservation movement is found in the con·espondence between 
Muir and William Steel, the outgoing coiTesponding secreta1y for 
the Mazamas. On December 26, 1901, Steel sent an unofficial 
thank you note to Muir for a book that he had donated to the 
club. Over the years, Muir and the Mazamas had fought many a 
battle together, and were used to working with each other. 
Although Steel and Muir were not best of friends, they most 
certainly respected and appreciated each other's work, sharing 
common ground in the mutual effort to protect the Cascade 
Reserve from exploitationY 
Starting in May of 1902, the popular Portland-based 
journal, The Par;ific Monthly published three articles by Muir. 
Entitled "Mt. Hood from Portland," 84 "The Great Oregon 
Forests," 85 and "The Great Forests ofWashington,"86 these 
articles were taken from two previously published chapters that 
Muir contributed to Picturesque Califomia. Although the motive 
for publishing them remains unknown, the articles served to 
describe the scenery, climatic changes, timber variations, and 
logging practices that were occurring in the two states around the . 
turn of the century. All three of the articles were complemented 
with photographs to help illustrate Muir's point. Although the 
text from the articles was originally published in 1888, their 
message as conservation warnings still applied by the time of 
their publication in 1902. 
Muir's last trip to Oregon was to Klamath Lake and his old 
friend E.H. Harriman's Pelican Bay Lodge. Harriman suggested 
the trip to Muir as early as August 8, 1907.87 For whatever 
reason, Muir had not responded when Harriman sent a more 
urgent second letter. Harriman again asked Muir for a response to 
his invitation in his direct, business-as-usual way. He wrote, "Let 
me have reply from you if you received my letter I sent you from 
Arden a week ago asking you to go into camp with myself and 
sons. How about it? And how are you?"88 This brisk manner was 
actually a trait that Muir admired in Harriman, and after a third 
inquiry from Harriman on July 31, 1908, Muir organized a trip to 
southern Oregon. 89 
Where the unsuspecting Muir anticipated a short vacation 
in the shadows ofMt. Pitt, Harriman had other motives. Those 
motives were revealed in a letter that Muir sent to his daughter 
Helen during the trip. He wrote, 
page 13 
Darling Helen, I've been in this charming camp a week 
and have been kept so busy dictating my autobio stuff. 
I'm fairly dizzy most of the time and I can't get out of 
it for there's no withstanding Harriman's stenographer 
under orders. I intended stopping only a day or two 
but he wouldn't hear of it, ordered me to stay until he 
showed me "how to write books." I've never been so 
task-driven in a literary way before.90 
Complaining as he did, it seemed as though Muir did not 
mind the work too much. The encouragement from his friends and 
family in recording his life events eventually led in part to his 
autobiography, The Story of My Boyhood and Youth, published in 
1913. When all was said and done, the memories that Muir recorded 
on the banks ofK1amath Lake would prove priceless for those who 
desired to understand how Muir developed into the personality that 
he became. He wrote his daughter Helen again after he returned to 
California. In the letter he detailed the important work that had been 
accomplished, noting: 
I got home from grand Klamath outing Monday eve. 
My! What a time I had so kind and hearty and full of 
work. I dictated over a thousand pages of M.S. mostly 
a hard rough confused mass by what I have examined in 
type-written copy. Most is stifl in short hand and will 
be typed and forwarded to me from N. Y. 91 
After Harriman's death in 1912, Muir provided details 
concerning the Pelican Bay Lodge excursion and his unusual 
friendship with Harriman. Muir wrote a tribute to "Edward Henry 
HmTiman" in which he praised his deceased comrade. In it, he 
described what turned out to be his final trip to Portland. According 
to the tribute, after the Klamath Lake stay Muir joined the 
Harrimans on a short train trip through Oregon in which Mr. 
Harriman was very well received. It was a chance for Muir to see 
the old railroad chief interact with the common people, and proved 
to be a perspective that Muir seemed to enjoy.92 
One of the last real issues pertaining to the Northwest that 
Muir took a direct role in occurred in 1910. Muir's old friend P .B. 
Van Trump notified him of a debate that had particular significance 
to the heart of any true mountaineer. By this time, Van Trump had 
proven to be an invaluable link between Muir and Rainier, as well as 
other parts of Washington . This particular debate was on the 
subject of the future name ofMt. Rainier. Van Trump, preferring 
the traditional name "Tahoma" wrote Muir to solicit support from 
the old influential mountain climber. Citing that Muir's name was 
"already inseparably connected with the mountain in its literature 
and ascents," Van Trump felt that an influential note from Muir 
could restore the mountain's traditional name. 93 
It is clear that Muir was interested in the matter and 
sympathetic to Van Trump's point of view from two letters sent 
by Van Trump to Muir. In the first, he thanked Muir for his 
support in the matter. He also provided answers to various 
questions that Muir had about current events on the mountain.94 In 
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his last letter to Muir, he inf01med him of an upcoming trip he 
was taking to the mountain, and promised to give Muir all of the 
new details that he could upon his return. Sadly, when all was 
said and done, Muir's recommendation of"Tahoma" was not 
enough to preserve the mountain's traditional name.95 
In 1907, a Seattle branch of the Mazamas decided to 
restructure themselves as a group of Washington climbers named 
"The Mountaineers." 96 Historian EdmundS. Meany of the 
University of Washington was active in the club, and Muir had a 
certain degree of contact with The Mountaineers through Meany. 
Both the club and Meany tried to get Muir to visit the Puget 
Sound Region in 1912, 97 and to join them on an outing in Glacier 
Park, Montana, in 1914.98 The group wanted to pay their 
respects to Muir in person so badly that they even offered on 
both occasions to pay for his travel and lodging. Meany's letter 
in September of 1912 solidified Muir's role as a hero of 
northwest climbing circles when he informed Muir that he was to 
give a lecture on him entitled, "Muir and Mills, American 
Mountaineers ." 99 
While Muir could not commit to certain lofty 
Mountaineers goals, he never failed to encourage their activities. 
He exchanged several notes with the Seattle club, all of which 
were very upbeat. For example, one from 1912 read, "Good luck 
to your club God guide your climbing, every footstep, rnindstep, 
and heartstep, and lead you ever nearer to both heaven and 
earth." 100 Signed "faithfully yours," this small note was 
indicative of the appreciation that Muir had for groups like The 
Mountaineers and The Mazamas, because they were all essential 
to the success of the Northwest conservation movement. 
Muir's final trip to the N-orthwest was to Island Park, 
Idaho as a guest of Mary Harriman. It was at the behest of Mrs. 
Harriman 101 that Muir spent ten days relaxing quietly within 
view of the Grand Teton Mountains. It was very clear how Muir 
felt about Idaho when he wrote in his journal: 
Snake River winding in shimmering ripples through 
the midst of the broad long meadows swirling around 
innumerable little islands. Mtns all around in distance 
especially the Teton range to southward- One grand 
peaceful soothing picture with innumerable little 
pictures near and far. 102 
Reaffirming his affection for Idaho, Muir wrote in a later 
correspondence, "I was very tired, but having a ten day rest at 
Mrs. Harriman's Idaho Ranch greatly delighted and refreshed 
me." Sadly, it was with this final trip that as an adventurer and 
explorer of the Northwest, Muir's time was at an end. 103 
Muir drew tllis sketch of Henry Lake in 1913. He was visiting Mary 
Harriman at her ranch in Island Park, Idaho. Courtesy of the John 
Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections, University of the 
Pacific Libraries. Copyright 1984 Muir-Hamm Tmst. 
By the time of his death on Cluistmas Eve, 1914, John 
Muir had visited and helped to preserve some of the most 
spectacular areas that'the No1thwest has to offer. By creating 
awareness through his writings and travels, he was able to 
help sway public opinion to view Northwest conservation as 
both an attainable goal and a necessity. When he was not 
directly involved in campaigns to save the Cascade Reserve 
or to better regulate grazing in Mount Rainier National Park, 
he served as an inspiration to others . Muir developed 
relationships with key No1thwest conservationists and their 
organizations, giving them counsel and encouragement as 
their ranks grew. 
But to say that John Muir was always at work when in 
the Northwest would be a grave injustice to the man. It is 
ve1y clear from his many letters, journal entries, and quoted 
comments that Muir was very much at home in the beauty 
that Oregon, Washington, and Idaho had to offer. He had a 
passion for what he did, and that passion was based on a 
deep rooted love of the natural world. It is because of Muir's 
early passion and commitment that today's inhabitants of the 
Northwest are able to further enjoy the lands that he 
originally helped to protect. 
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John Muir House Hosted Muir's Ranch Days 
Event 
MARTINEZ-There was something for everyone, old and young, 
children and adults, on Saturday, September 25th at the John 
Muir National Historic Site, 4202 Alhambra Avenue, Martinez. 
The house and grounds were open to celebrate Muir's Ranch 
Days, a look back at life on a ranch during the 1880's. The free 
open house was sponsored by the John Muir Association. Many 
volunteers from all over the region participated. 
As visitors strolled around the grounds, those interested in 
music were entertained by the New World Scottish Dances and 
the Spinning Wheel Bluegrass Band. Those interested in gardening 
and the outdoors enjoyed local Master Gardeners and beekeeper 
Carlton Webb of Pleasant Hill. 
How about the domestic arts? Park Ranger Tad Shay baked 
cornbread in an adobe homo oven, topped with deliciousjams 
and jellies made from fruits grown in John Muir's orchard. John 
Keible of Concord showed methods of drying fruit. Bob 
Wisecarver of Walnut Creek was there with his bat houses. The 
Bluebird Recovery Program, Wild Birds Unlimited and Bird 
Rescue participated as well. 
Visitors also had a chance to run into John Muir, who was 
impersonated by Frank Helling 
Inside the house, visitors were able to see demonstrations and 
exhibits of needlework popular in John Muir's 
time: quilters, knitters, dressmakers, and hat 
makers demonstrated their crafts which were 
popular in the late I 800s. 
Children were encouraged to join in the 
scarecrow contest and other activities. Some 
visitors even came dressed like in the old times. 
**************************************************** 
Voice of the Mountains: the Legacy of John Muir 
Celebrate the life and wisdom of the greatest naturalist in 
California's history. Enjoy an evening of reflection, inspiration 
and a historical portrayal by Frank Helling. 
This is a fundraising event presented by the Sequoia Natural 
History Association (a non-profit membership organization 
dedicated to supporting education, interpretation, research, and 
the natural and historic preservation of Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks, Devils Postpile National Monument, 
Lake Kaweah, and other areas of the National Park System. The 
Sequoia Natural History Association is committed to enriching 
the experiences of visitors and promoting public awareness of the 
significance of national parks through educational programs, 
publications, and financial support), and takes place on 
Saturday, October 23, 2004 at the Fox Theatre in Visalia, 
California. The Reception begins at 6:00p.m. and the show 
starts at 7:00p.m. General Admission tickets are $15 and can be 
purchased at the Fox Theatre box office, the Silver Spur in Three 
Rivers, California, at the Sierra Nature Store in downtown Visalia 
or at www.seguoiahistory.org. 





IMPe'R~ONt'ITe~ Mlli'R 1IT Pt'IC'IfiG 
On September 30, Mark Raddatz, a 
Shakespearean actor and well-known Jolm 
Muir impersonator, joined faculty, students, 
and staff at Pacific. Although Raddatz had 
been on campus to use the Muir Papers, tllis 
was Ius first performance in Stockton. The 
event was prompted by the chance meeting 
of Raddatz and Muir Center director, W. R. 
Swagerty while Swagerty was driving through 
Walla Walla, Wasllington this summer. 
Raddatz noticed Swagerty's California 
Yosemite license plate which bear 
MUIRCTR. Raddatz drove up beside 
Swagerty at a stoplight, stuck out his head in 
the middle of a heavy thunderstorm and 
yelled, "I'm Jolm Muir! Pull over, please." 
Raddatz grew up in Los Angeles and spent 
time during his youth in Sequoiai.King's 
Canyon and Y osenlite. On one occasion, an elderly woman 
approached him and remarked that his appearance was a mirror 
image of John Muir. At the time, Raddatz knew little about Muir, 
but he determined to find out who this kindred spirit might be. 
Subsequently, while living in Sedona, Arizona, Raddatz pursued his 
acting career in a wide array of plays including roles as King Arthur 
in Camelot, Jud in Oklahoma, Baptista in Taming of the Shrew, 
Seyton in MacBeth, Claudius in Hamlet, and Henry Higgins in My 
Fair Lady. 
In Ius research on Muir, Raddatz discovered three original 
speeches as well as a host of newspapers articles by Muir and about 
Muir's talks during the last thirty years ofllis life. His presentation, 
"Watch, Pray and Fight!" is a reconstruction in Muir's own words 
of such a speech from newspapers accounts and Muir's own writings. 
Raddatz explains, "During my lifetime, I've noticed popular culture 
has tended to. tame J olm Muir, to rub the rough spots smooth and 
portray !lim as a warm and fuzzy eccentric. Someone to take our 
hearts but not take too seriously. Tllis was no Disney character 
chatting with the birds and squirrels; what Muir had to say back then 
is startlingly meaningful even now." 
"Watch, Pray and Fight!" drew a large audience, supported by 
Muir Center and Holt-Atherton Department of Special Collections, 
where Muir's precious papers are preserved and housed. Retuming 
to Washington State from performances in Yosenlite at the 
LeConte Lodge, Raddatz's seventy minute one-man performance 
was scripted as a speech to the Women's Walking and Garden Club 
ofEastem America. In-the speech, Muir appeals o Americans to 
support his agenda of preservation of special places such as 
Yosemite and to roll back the destroyers of Nature's grand temples, 
including the dam builders who threaten his beloved Hetch Hetchy 
Valley. 
There are several distinguished Muir impersonators among actors 
and activists . Raddatz takes pride in sticking to Muir's own writings 
and what was said about him by contemporaries, "word for word." 
His perfonnance is both accurate historically, is dramatic, and quite 
entertaining and should not be nlissed if in your area. 




New Books John Muir Would Like to Read 
So Great a Vision: The Conservation Writings of George Perkins 
Marsh, edited by Stephen C. Trombulak (University Press of New 
England; 256 pages; $50 hardcover, $ 19.95 paperback). Annotated 
edition of writings by the 19th-century naturalist, diplomat, linguist, 
and politician, who is often mentioned as a founder of the modern 
American conservation movement. 
A History of Environmental Politics Since 1945, by Samuel P. 
Hays (University of Pittsburgh Press; 256 pages; $45 hardcover, 
$19.95 paperback). Traces the emergence of an American 
environmentalist culture, as well as its opposition. 
Creation and Environment: Au Anabaptist Perspective 011 a 
Sustainable World, edited by Calvin Redekop (Johns Hopkins 
University Press; 296 pages; $45 hardcover, $19.95 paperback). 
Essays on Amish and Mennonite attitudes toward the environment. 
Imperfect Balance: Landscape Transformations in the 
Precolumbiau Americas, edited by David L. Lentz (Columbia 
University Press; 547 pages; $65 hardcover, $30 paperback). 
Research on the impact of indigenous cultures on the ecosystems of 
North America, Central America, the Andes, and Amazonia before 
European contact. 
The Way the Wind Blows: Climate, History, all([ Human Action, 
edited by Roderick J. Mcintosh, Joseph A. Tainter, and Susan 
Keech Mcintosh (Columbia University Press; 413 pages; $65 
hardcover, $28 paperback). Research by archaeologists, 
anthropologists, and other scholars on how different cultures have 
responded to environmental problems. 
Agrarian Dreams: Tlze Paradox of Organic Farming in 
Califomia, by Julie Guthman (University of California Press; 250 
pages; $55 hardcover, $21.95 paperback). Argues that organic 
farming has replicated aspects of the agricultural industry that it set 
out to oppose; topics include industrialized production and unjust 
labor practices. 
Planting Nature: Trees and the Manipulation of Environmental 
Stewards/tip in America, by Shaul E. Cohen (University of 
California Press; 210 pages; $34.9 5). Argues that public sentiments 
about trees and tree planting have been manipulated by forestry, 
government, and other interests to deflect attention from 
environmental problems. 
Goveming Through Markets: Forest Certification and the 
Emergence ofNon-StateAutlwrity, by Benjamin Cash ore, Graeme 
Auld, and Deanna Newsom (Yale University Press; 327 pages; 
$45). Examines environmental governance in the forestry sector 
through certification programs that promote responsible business 
practices; includes case studies in Britain, Canada, Germany, 
Sweden, and the United States. 
Costs are a problem everywhere, especially in academia today. 
We can only continue publishing and distributing this modest 
newsletter through support from our readers. By becoming a 
member of the John Muir Center, you will be assured of receiving 
the Newsletter for a full year. You will also be kept on our mailing 
list to receive information on the biennial California History 
Institute and other events and opportunities sponsored by the 
John Muir Center. 
Please join us by completing the following form and 
returning it, along with a $15 check made payable to The John 
Muir Center for Environmental Studies, University of the Pacific, 
3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211. 
·-----------------------------------------------~ I I 
I ~es, I want to join tlte John Muir Center and I 
I I 
1 ontinue to receive tlte John Muir Newsletter. 1 
I Enclosed is $15 for a one-year-membership. Use I 
I I 
tltis form to renew your current members/tip. Outside 1 




Name .. : .... .. ........ ... .. ........... ... ... ... .................. ..... ........ ..... ......... I 
Institution/ Affiliation .. ...... .. ...... .... ............................. .. .... .. ..... . 
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